Sprague Calls 
JFK, King Cases 


Murder Probes 

By GENE GOLDENBERT 
Scripps-Howard Staff Writer 
WASHINGTON— Richacd A. ; ;Spi;agme-fJooks at the 
investigations he will direct int<^ tfe-^sasanations of 
President John F. Kennedy and the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. as a couple of 'murder cases. 

As he has done throughout a highly successful ca- 
reer\as a prosecutor in Philadel- 
phia,' Sprague promises to “start 
from, ground zero” and follow 
v>1 ^ trails of evidence Oven if they 

> | lead to the Central Intelligence 

I Agdncy (CIA), the White House 
| —or Cuba and the Soviet Union. 
^ “No documents are beyond 

the confines of this investiga- 
tion,” said the Chief counsel of 
the. new Committee on Assassi- 
nations which Will probe the 
Kennedy and King murders. 
“The testimony of nobody who 
is living is beyond the confines 
SPRAGUE of this investigation.” 

When asked what he would do if the CIA or FBI re- 
•' fused information on “national security” grounds, 

> Sprague quickly responded that he would use the con- 
’ tempt powers of Congress or even take heads of federal 
; agencies to court if necessary. 

; Those who know Sprague and the way he works 
; warn skeptics not to take his words lightly. They also 
; predict rough traveling ahead in Sprague’s relations 
t with members of the new committee. 

\ “Dick’s a gut-fighter who doesn’t like to take no for 
k- an- answer,” said a lawyer who worked with Sprague in 
I the conviction of former United Mine Workers Presi- 
. dent W. A. “Tony” Boyle for the murder of UMW activ- 
\ ist Joseph Yablonski and his family. 



j When the Washington County (Pa.) officials who 
i hired Sprague as a special prosecutor in the Yablonski 
| case wanted to quit after the initial convictions— which 
» did not involve Boyle — because the case was costing too 

* much money, Sprague threatened to go public with the 
< information he already had gathered and accuse the 
‘ cjpunty officials of protecting Boyle. They quickly gave 
[ him the green light. 

I The question of money may also be. a factor in the 
‘ work of the select committee. The House Administra- 
\ t 10 d Committee under Rep. Frank Thompson, D-N.J, 
$ d C ml on ^ e . * n *^ a * budget request submitted by 
? “ e P* Thomas Downing, D-Va., who will be chairman of 
} assassination panel until his retirement in January. 

* downing asked for $250,000 for the remainder of 1076 
J and got $150,000. 


